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Introducing…Japan House 

 
Culture Connect visited Japan House on Kensington High Street, a new venture “presenting the very 
best of Japanese art, design, gastronomy, innovation, and technology”. Led by the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and chief creative director Kenya Hara, Japan House in London 
opened on 22 June 2018, after the launch of two similar establishments in Los Angeles and São 
Paulo.  
 
This venture follows the official launch of the Tokyo 2020 Cultural Olympiad in October 2016. 
Led by the Culture and Education Commission chaired by Masanori Aoyagi, the Cultural 
Olympiad aims to promote four main concepts: recognition and development of Japanese culture; 
nourishment of new cultural art by the next generation; international exchange and transmission 
of Japanese culture to the world; and national participation across all prefectures of Japan.  
 
Japan House in London is a hub that fulfils all four concepts. The sleek, minimalist interior recalls 
a high-end boutique, setting the visitor’s mind firmly in the 21st century through its shop and 
restaurant, while its temporary exhibitions have highlighted aspects of traditional Japanese 
craftsmanship such as metal working and product design. It hosts workshops and lectures ranging 
from learning new skills from professional craftsmen to Japanese literature, with a library that aims 
to collect books that typically cannot be found in British bookshops, thereby expanding on current 
understanding of Japanese culture and customs by the British public. Japan House also features a 
helpful travel section with guides and maps in English on travelling in Japan, mirroring the 
abundant use of English in Japan on national transportation systems and evoking the image of a 
Japan that welcomes foreigners. 
 
In light of the upcoming UK/Japan Season of Culture which will be led by the British Council 
and the Japanese government between autumn 2019 and summer 2020, Japan House is uniquely 
placed to act as the intersection of understanding of Japanese culture curated by Japanese 
representatives for the British public. As Japan House nears its sixth month anniversary since its 
opening, it will be exciting to chart its effect on building more bridges between the U.K. and Japan 
and increasing awareness of Japanese artistry. 
 

Visit Japan House: Monday to Saturday, 10:00 – 20:00 (Thursdays 10:00 – 21:00 until Christmas), 
Sundays & Bank Holidays, 12:00 – 18:00. 

https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/ 

https://www.britishcouncil.jp/en/uk-japan-2019-20
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/

